received more than passing mention had the symposium been held just a little later. It is no criticism to label some of the contents as being ephemeral, for that is the price of progress. Those not actively involved in such research have an opportunity to see the evolution in treatment patterns, while sharing with many of the commentators uncertainty about the potential long-term, benefits and how they are to be assessed. D The text and photographs of this book, which features the operative technique of the author, are excellent despite the fact that filming in the pelvis in small children is not easy. However, one or two additional photographs would perhaps have helped elucidation in both Duhamel and Swenson's operations. In the Duhamel the depth of the posterior anal incision could be clearer. Similarly the dissection anterior to the rectum in the Swenson's could be shown. There is emphasis on the importance of a covering colostomy.
My only worry is that the excellence of the book makes it appear that this type of surgery is quite easy. Although the author emphasizes the need for a 'paediatric surgical setting', it should perhaps be said that only specialists in paediatric surgery should attempt these operations. CAROLINE This book is the third volume in a series entitled 'Disease Management in the Elderly'. The reference to old age should not deter the more general reader for it is a well written book containing much practical information.
The contents cover most conditions occurring in geriatric bone disease, including a chapter on hypoparathyroidism and a useful section on treatment of pain arising from secondary tumour in bone. Some beliefs, handed down through generations, such as the one that rectal examinations lead to artificial elevation of acid phosphatase, are found to be false.
The quality of some X-rays is poor, making it difficult to determine the points shown. On occasion, as when skinfold thickness is being discussed in the context of presentation of bone disease, the inference to be drawn in respect of bone is hard to follow.
The authors concur with current thinking that sunlight is the most important source of vitamin D in elderly subjects. Many would contest this conclusion. The authors also advance the use of calcidiol assays in the diagnosis of osteomalacia. Whether this will become a widely available investigation is doubtful because many subjects can be given vitamin D and simpler biochemical tests can be followed together with the patient's response.
These criticisms should not detract from this book. Many patients with metabolic bone problems are encountered in general medical work and this book, although of most value to doctors in training, will be found valuable and enjoyable by most medical and surgical practitioners with an interest in bone. This book consists of 28 contributions on various aspects of the tachycardias. The papers emanate from centres -American, French and Dutchengaged in active research and are of group authorship. Each chapter is a separate entity, relating to other chapters only through the general subject matter of the book, and constitutes an up-to-date account of current work and present thinking followed by a detailed list of recent references.
As with all edited books there is some unevenness in the writing, but perhaps the biggest criticism is that the independent nature of the contributions leads to a good deal of overlap; this is especially noticeable in those papers dealing with the mechanism of the supraventricular tachycardias. Much of the work reported consists of basic electrophysiological studies and there is rather less emphasis on investigation and treatment. There are, however, excellent chapters on epicardial mapping in the Woolf-Parkinson-White syndrome, the role of surgery and use of electrical devices in the management of pre-excitation syndromes and ventricular dysrhythmias, and on the identification of patients at risk of sudden death. This is a highly specialized book. It will have no appeal to the undergraduate student and will give little help to the general physician in the management of his patients with rhythm problems; they would be better served by one of the large standard reference textbooks. Its appeal must be limited to the cardiologist and it will constitute an essential reference book for those working in the field of the tachycardias. It is well produced but its price will probably restrict it to libraries.
GEOFFREY WADE

Consultant Cardiologist
Manchester Royal Infirmary Interferon 1983, vol 5. I Gresser (ed) pp 239 £13.50 IBSNO-12-302254-1 Orlando: Academic Press 1984 This the 5th volume of the series devoted entirely to various aspects of interferon, and it lives up to the reputation of its predecessors. There are modicums of molecular science and two straightforward chapters on interferon receptors and the mechanisms of antiviral action. But the two most important to clinicians are the one by Scott (CRC, Harrow) on toxic effects of interferon, and the other by Borden (Wisconsin) on the use of interferons in the treatment of cancer. Scott details the reactions of normal volunteers given purified or semi-purified materials usually of a-interferon. Fever, malaise and joint and muscle pains are the commonest toxic effects and they follow any injected dose of more than a million units. Nasal stuffiness with epistaxis and inflammatory mucosal changes follows the intranasal use of a2-interferon. Borden's paper is disappointing. The early trials in cancer were confusing in their results. Now, however, 'partial responses' are seen with interferon in breast cancer with metastases, renal carcinoma, bronchogenic or colorectal cancer and even leukaemias. One wonders about this term, but there are few complete responders. Perhaps ,y-interferon will produce greater degrees of response. the late Dr H 0 J Collier, a pharmacologist with a longstanding interest in aspirin, and partly to review recent advances in the pharmacology of aspirin. This publication is the outcome of that meeting and it is the aim of the Foundation to continue a programme ofmeetings every 18 months or so. In the initial part of the volume the modes of action of aspirin are reviewed by Drs S Moncada and E Higgs, by Dr J Morley and by Professor G Born. In spite of a lot of investigations in this area, it is clear that we do not yet understand all the actions of aspirinparticularly the differences between aspirin and salicylate. The side effects of aspirin are considered in part 2, and clearly here the organizers have chosen to be selective in their topics. The subjects that gain most attention are the gastric and renal side effects and, in addition, Reyes syndrome and its relation to salicylates is reviewed by Dr Susan Hall. The largest section of this volume is directed to the community benefits of aspirin and newer clinical uses for the drug. I was disappointed to find no discussion of the role of aspirin in the prevention of strokes since this is an area of considerable clinical doubt and concern. There is consideration of the role of aspirin in the early stages of experimental myocardial infarction in dogs. Clearly aspirin has a pronounced antiarrhythmic effect in the very early stages of such a myocardial infarction and the relevance to the clinical situation will be awaited with interest.
This volume, like most conference proceedings, contains items of interest to individual scientists and clinicians, but its appeal is unlikely to be general enough to recommend it to a wide audience. The authors of the chapters are a distinguished group but I think their objectives are not clear. They provide more detail than the general physician would have patience to read and not enough for most specialists in a given field. As with all multi-author books, a number of the sections are out-of date, e.g. the chapter on AIDS is good for clinical details but is well behind the times in diagnosis and pathogenesis. A more original approach is provided by Dinach who deals with 'Nine Controversies in the Management of Endocarditis', giving arguments for and against clinical problems and summarizing these with his own view. Kelly and Mitch provide a useful guide to the conservative management of chronic renal failure, and Reed Larsen gives an authoritative review of 'Alterations in Thyroid Function Tests in Non Thyroidal Disease'. I also found the chapters on 'The Refractory Anaemias' and 'Surgical Approaches to Rheumatoid Arthritis' helpful.
